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KESTER BROWN

New Zealand 2012-13

This report covers developments in the New Zealand mountains from January 
2012 to April 2013 and is ordered temporally within each main region.

Darran Mountains
A number of new alpine rock routes were established in the Darran 
Mountains during the summer of 2012. Tom Williamson and Ian Brown 
climbed a new route on the south-west face of Mt Crosscut’s west peak. 
The 10-pitch climb has been named The Wrongest Day, with the hardest 
pitch going at grade 20. Dave Vass and Richard Thomson established The 
Subalpine Route (III, 20), on the east face of Karetai, after climbing a 500m 
new route on the Donne Face of the same mountain, named The Big Easy 
(IV, 22). During the same period, Mark Watson, John McCallum and Alan 
Thomas found a new eight-pitch line on the south-east flank of Karetai. The 
Brown Spider has a crux of 19. Not quite in the Darrans, but near enough to 
count, Danilo Hegg, Nina Dickerhof and James Thornton climbed a new 
route on the south face of Terror Peak. The party walked in and out via 
Sinbad Gully. Also not in the Darrans, but nearby, Steve Skelton, Shana 
Payne and Keith Brown put up two new routes on the Borland Bluffs: 
Feature Face (21) and The Finger (16). Daniel Joll and Steve Fortune made 
first ascents of two routes from the Ngapunatoru Plateau. The Kaipo Kid 
(18) is on an outlier peak to the Kaipo Wall. The Fortune/Joll (21/A1) is 
on the right-hand side of the main Kaipo Wall. Nick Cradock, Murray 
Ball, John Entwisle and Dave Shotwell added a line to the Moir’s Mate 
massif. Shot in The Dark has six pitches, ranging in difficulty from grade 17 
to 24. Nick and Dave also climbed three new pitches just to the left of the 
previous route; the line is called First Steps.

Winter 2012 was similarly blessed with enthusiasm for new-routing in 
the Darrans. The bulk of activity occurred once again during the NZAC 
Darrans Winter Meet in July. In the upper reaches of MacPherson Cirque, 
Steve Fortune and Reg Measures climbed The Road (III, 4) while Tim 
Steward and J Harrison established The Crossing (III, 4), both on the left-
hand wall. Reg Measures shifted his attention rightwards to the centre of 
the upper cirque wall, and with partners V Wills and H James climbed a 
three-pitch route which they named Bombay Sapphire (III, 4). Then shifting 
things further right again, Reg teamed back up with Steve for the first ascent 
of Geezers Need Excitement (IV, 6) on the south face of Talbot. Reg and Steve 
also climbed Sign of the Times, on the Cirque Creek side of Mt Crosscut, 
pushing the route to the summit of the west peak (the original ascensionists 
climbed only to the snowfields on the south shoulder at two-thirds height).

New routing on ice and snow continued into spring 2012. During 
September, Guy McKinnon soloed a line on the other side of Cirque Creek. 
The Troubled Land ascends the west face of the north peak of Mt Christina 
and bears a technical grade of 4+. Then in early October, Daniel Joll and 
Steve Fortune headed into the Marian Valley to have a look at the south 
face of Mt Sabre. The pair inadvertently climbed a new line left of The Big 
Corner, thinking they were on that route. Walk the Line climbs six pitches 
before joining the west ridge; the hardest was WI5+.

Moving into the summer months at the end of 2012 and the beginning 
of 2013, there was much activity in the Boulder Basin/Te Puoho area. A 
party of five climbers managed to complete six new alpine rock routes on 
the granite pinnacles, monoliths and mountains of the region over a week-
long fine-weather spell. Nick Cradock, Murray Ball and Dave Shotwell 
added what must be the best route in the entire universe (judging by their 
claims as to its quality) on Moir’s Mate. Finders Keepers is a mostly trad 
route with sustained climbing in the grade 21-23 range. Karl Schimanski, 
Claudia Kranabitter, Alex Schweikart and Chris Igel opened a difficult 
nine-pitch climb on the famed Sinbad Gully Wall. Weather Spell is steep 
and sustained with multiple high-20s pitches with a crux of grade 29 and 
was climbed with a mixture of bolts and natural gear for protection. Daniel 
Joll and Ben Dare paid a visit to the Marian Valley in March and made 
the first full ascent of the south face of Marian Peak via a new route: Maid 
Marian (1000m, 21/A2).

Ben Dare following pitch 12 of Maid Marian (21,A2),south face of Marian Peak, 
Darran Mountains, during the first ascent. (Daniel Joll)
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Wakatipu
Summer in the Wakatipu Basin was a fine affair and produced a slew of new 
routes on the west side of the Remarkables. In the Valley of the Oceans, 
Guillaume Charton, along with multiple partners, established Poseidon, a 
fully bolted, eight-pitch, grade 23 route on the Ocean Wall. Daniel Joll and 
Ben Dare climbed nine new pitches on the Pacific Wall, named One Day 
Ocean Crossing (17). Daniel and Ben then enlisted Danny Murphy to help 
them with Walking the Plank (20) on the Indian Ocean Wall. On the upper 
west face of the Remarkables Peaks, Daniel, along with Steve Fortune, 
Anna Ruotsi, Allan Uren, Cris Vanyo, Brett Gilmore and Erika Tovar 
established Blow Up, ET Goes Home, Los Indignados and Breaking in Brett. On 
the south face of Single Cone, Steve Barrett and partner climbed Barrett’s 
Route (18), Daniel Joll and Danny Murphy climbed Got No Shoes (17) and 
Daniel and Paul Angus climbed Uncle Al’s Retro Rack (17). Big Bouncing 
Boulders (17) was climbed nearby and Ben Dare soloed a new line next 
to it, called Blame the Rabbit (18). On the other side of the range, Rupert 
Gardiner and Dave Bolger did two new routes: Rambles Crack (20) and 
Diamond Dogs (16).

When winter arrived, the usual suspects began putting up new ice and 
mixed lines on the south and west sides of the Remarkables. Alejandro el Bicho 
le Gusta Sexo Duro (350m, M3/4) was climbed early in the season by Alex 
Corpas and Daniel Joll. In August, the inaugural Remarkables Ice and Mixed 

Alex Corpas climbing the fourth pitch of Poseidon (23), Ocean Wall, 
Remarkables Range. (Guillaume Charton)

Festival drew 115 climbers from around NZ to participate in winter climbing 
activity. A total of 14 new winter routes were climbed on the west faces of 
the Telecom Tower and Double Cone and the south face of Single Cone 
during the festival; all were climbed using traditional protection and ranged 
in difficulty from M3 to M8. Daniel Joll, Jono Clarke, Matthias Kerkmann, 
Jamie Vinton-Boot and Danny Murphy found four good new ice routes in the 
north branch of the Routeburn Valley. Nearby, in the Polnoon Burn, Allan 
Uren, Lionel Clay and Malcolm Brown climbed a new 120 metre, WI3 route.

In the following summer months, the Queenstown locals set to work on 
the seemingly endless supply of untouched rock around the Remarkables 
Range. On the west face of Double Cone, Martin Hawes, Mike Dunn and 
Derek Chinn climbed two multi-pitch rock routes: One More Route Before She 
Gets Home (10) and My Kingdom for a Horse (13). John Burrow, Guillaume 
Charton and Estelle Poiron spent Waitangi Day establishing Alta Vista (17), 
100m left of DB Eh?. Right of the Lake Alta Slabs, Thomas Van Den Berg and 
Michal Karnik made the first ascent of an Ian Binnie project. Terminator (27) 
is now the hardest climb up high on the Remarkables. Daniel Joll came back 
from France and, with Reg Measures, quickly added some stellar lines left of 
Thomas and Michal’s climb: Scenic Flight (24), Flight Attendant (16) and Jet Lag 
(17). Lower down, on the Wall of the Evening Light, Steve Carr and Simon 
Kennedy revived this daunting place with Dying Light, a mixed line going at 
grade 19. Guillaume Charton and Trent Potts headed to the same wall to 
climb a curving crack, which they named Once a Steep (23). They also climbed 
B12 (19), a 30m corner protected au naturel. Later on, with Estelle Poiron 
and Sarah Totraples, a layback and easy open-book corner was climbed and 
named Pandora’s Box. Another addition to the Wall of the Evening Light is 
Push Play, a stunning grade 22/23 offering plenty of action. Karl Schimanski 
became resident in the South Wye Valley for a couple of weeks, braving a long 
approach to reach the majestic Broken Heart Wall, where he drew superb lines 
on this very steep crag. Right Ventricle (24) was added with the help of Daniel 
Joll and Claudia Kranabitter. Keith Brown then joined Karl and Claudia to 
climb weaknesses on the Broken Heart, including: Coronary Corner (18), Two 
Feet and a Heart Beat (25) and Left Ventricle (27).

Aoraki Mt Cook and Westland
On 18 November 2011, Felix Landman and Llewellyn Murdoch climbed a 
new route on the south face of Nazomi. No Country for Old Men is a popular 
route name (it has been used four times so far in New Zealand); here it 
denotes this seven-pitch, grade MC5 route. In December some attention 
was focused on alpine rock route development on the western neves. Stefan 
Sporli and Jude Spancken put up four new routes, on Mts Humdinger and 
Haast. They are: Kahu, Red Planet, Eurostar and Sun Circle. Stu Holloway and 
a group of students from the Melbourne University Mountaineering Club 
found a new line between Aigrette and Jervois from the Franz Neve, which 
they named The Egg Memorial Route (17). Later in the summer, Shelley 
Hersey, Paul Hersey, Jamie Vinton-Boot and Troy Mattingley made the 
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first ascent of the west face of Mt Conrad in the Murchison Valley. The 
climb comprised three pitches of pleasant slab climbing.

On to winter: in July, Steve Fortune and Jamie Vinton-Boot spent a 
weekend climbing a new route on the south face of Mt Sealy. Ice Gangsters 
is a nice grade MC4 climb on the left side of the face.

Up in the Balfour Glacier, two new routes were climbed on the Torres 
massif. Lost in Translation is a grade WI5, M5 on the south face put up by 
Daniel Joll and Alex Corpas in June. Degrees of Illness is a six pitch AI4 
route on the south face of the west rib, climbed by Brendan Maggs and 
Kirill Talanine in September.

Nick Wall completed a new route on Mt Fletcher in the Godley area in 
August. Arrow Through the Heart is grade V, M3. Nick says it is ‘similar to 
Friday’s Fool in the Remarkables, but 1000m long’. 

Guy McKinnon completed a major new route on the east face of Mt 
Sefton in early February 2013. Triple Direct is a very obvious line direct 
to the summit that dominates the view from Mt Cook Village. Count-
less climbers must have stared at this line over the years, but no one had 
climbed it until Guy did.

Over two days just before Christmas, Dale Thistlethwaite and Stu 
Holloway established Dream of the Dutch Sailors (MC4+) on the buttress 
between the Stevenson-Dick Couloir and Path of Manolin on the west side 
of Mt Tasman. Stu reports that the climb is ‘a really fun, big, moderate 
route with engaging steps linking steep snowfields’. The pair descended the 
Stevenson-Dick Couloir, but Stu says it was a less than ideal way down and 
he ‘wouldn’t use that descent again, even first thing in the morning.’ On 

Shelley Hersey, Paul Hersey and Jamie Vinton-Boot on the first ascent of the 
west face of Mt Conrad, Murchison Valley. (Troy Mattingley)

the Bowie Buttress of Aoraki, Stu teamed up with Richard Bassett-Smith 
to climb the arête left of Resolution. Endeavour (460m, 18, MC6-) is a long 
series of arête pitches on great rock in a spectacular position. The climbing 
on the top pitches is particularly brilliant. Stu and Richard descended from 
the top of the buttress, abseiling back down the route using only slings. 

Richard and Stu later had a fun time on a traverse of Tasman via the 
Balfour Rib, which Stu comments is probably more like grade MC5 these 
days, rather than MC4. Mt Blackburn saw some attention early in the 
summer. Firstly, Guy McKinnon climbed a line linking the prominent 
rock spurs on the north-west face (grade MC3-), which must have been 
good because just a few days later Jane Morris nipped up into the southern 
Chop Creek side and climbed the 900-metre central rib on the south face 
(also grade MC3-). Jane reports that she found ‘some unexpectedly sound 
rock on the route’. Both of these routes appear to be first ascents. Jane has 
been particularly busy around the park this summer. Using her time off 
from work wisely, Jane has soloed the Caroline Face of Aoraki, the Strau-
chon Face of Dilemma Peak and the Sheila Face of Aoraki. Teaming up 
with Guy McKinnon, the pair climbed the Central Gullies on the south face 
of Mt Hicks, then a month later climbed the Central Buttress on the north 
face. Guy also climbed the full west ridge of Nazomi via a variation on the 
White-Vervoorn Buttress. And Gavin Lang snuck in a solo of the Caroline 
Face sometime earlier in the summer.

Kirill Talanine seconding the second pitch of Degrees of Illness (AI4), south 
face of Torres Peak, during the first ascent. (Brendan Maggs)
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Barron Saddle to Mt Brewster
After climbing their route on Mt Conrad, Shelley Hersey, Paul Hersey, Jamie 
Vinton-Boot and Troy Mattingley kept walking, all the way to the Otoko 
Valley, where Jamie and Shelley did a route on the north face of Mt Hooker. 
They didn’t climb to the summit but finished their route on the icefield just 
below the north-east ridge. Over in the South Temple Valley, Ross Cullen 
climbed Hangups Need Company (MC2) on the south face of Pakeke peak and 
then with Nick Shearer, climbed Taurus (MC2), on the east face of Mt Calvin. 
Rupert Gardiner, Dave Bolger, Greg Larkin and Rodger Hodson visited the 
Ben Ohau Range, where they made the first ascent of Face to Face (16), on the 
Pyramid Face of Mt Lloyd. In the North Huxley Valley, Rob Frost and Ben 
Dare found a new route on the south-west face of Peak 2054—a subsidiary 
peak of Mt Fraser. The climb is called Aldous and has a crux of grade 16. 
Ross Cullen and Nick Shearer completed Jersey Bull, on the south face of 
Peak 2303m. Paul Hersey and New Plymouth’s Phill Davies climbed a new 
route on Glen Lyon in the Hopkins Valley. Searching for the best rock on the 
main face, the two climbed five pitches and then scrambled the rest to create 
The Blind Assassin (15). Erik Bradshaw climbed a variation/new route on the 
south face of Mt Huxley. Erik climbed the line in 2.5 hours with a big ol’ 
tramping pack, which inspired the name: The Tramping Route (800m, MC4).

Other areas
In September Steve Fortune and Kieran Parsons went to have a look at the 
south face of Mt Tapuae-o-Uenuku, in the Inland Kaikoura Range, and 
came away with a good new MC4/4+ ice route they named Ornery Goat. 
Geoff Spearpoint, Rob Frost, Claire Gibbs, Tim Church and Yvonne Pfluger 
completed the first complete traverse of the Selbourne Range in South West-
land over the Christmas holidays. The party took six and a half days from the 
coast to the Dispute Lakes.

Rob Frost and Claire Gibbs climbed a new route on Mt Oates at Arthur’s 
Pass in December. I May Be Some Time (MC2+) is on the south-west spur. 
Matt Thom, Rob Addis and Steve Fortune added some new winter lines to 
the Cathedral Rocks on Mt Ruapehu.

Ben Dare soloed a new route on the south-west buttress of Somnus, at the 
head of the north Routeburn, on 22 September. Ben climbed approximately 
1200m from the valley floor to the top of the buttress, then followed easy 
ground to the summit. He encountered difficulties up to M4/4+.

Milo Gilmour and Llewellyn Murdoch headed up the Young Valley 
to establish Wicked, on the east face of Mt Awful. Wicked is a nine-pitch 
route to the right of A Stitch in Time. Wicked is by all accounts appropriately 
named, with sustained climbing in the 16–21 grade range and good protec-
tion (including some bolts). Milo then enlisted Rich Tribe and Nick Flyvberg 
for another foray into new ground. This time the trio completed five pitches, 
all traditionally protected, that get progressively more difficult, culminating 
in a difficult wide crack to layback that goes at grade 21/22. Summer of Yes is 
slightly further right again of Wicked.

Mount Everest Foundation
Expedition Reports

SUMMARISED BY BILL RUTHVEN

The Mount Everest Foundation [www.mef.org.uk] was set up as a 
registered charity following the ascent of Everest in 1953 and was 

initially financed from the surplus funds and subsequent royalties of that 
expedition. It is a continuing initiative between the Alpine Club and the 
Royal Geographical Society (with the Institute of British Geographers). 

The foundation’s prime object is the promotion of ‘exploration’ in moun-
tain areas: this is mainly geographic, but also includes the application of 
other exploratory disciplines in these areas, such as geology, botany and 
zoology. It has now distributed well over £1 million to more than 1,600 
British and New Zealand expeditions planning such exploration, mostly to 
ambitious young climbers.

In return for supporting an expedition, all that the MEF asks is a compre-
hensive report. Once received, copies are lodged in the Alpine Club Library, 
the Royal Geographical Society, the British Mountaineering Council and 
the Alan Rouse Memorial Collection in Sheffield Central Library. Dona-
tions to assist the work of the MEF are more welcome than ever, so if you 
have previously benefited from MEF grants, why not include a bequest to 
the Foundation in your will?
The following notes summarise reports from the expeditions supported 
during 2012, and are divided into geographical areas. 

NORTH AMERICA 
InSpired Alaska Mike ‘Twid’ Turner with David Gladwin, May-June 
2012.
The Kichatna Range (aka Cathedral Spires) is very remote and only acces-
sible by light aircraft from Talkeetna but is fairly well explored, although 
there is plenty of scope for new routes, particularly on the second highest 
summit, Middle Triple Peak (2693m). When they arrived on the Tatina 
Glacier, this team was surprised to meet two other climbers, Stuart Inchely 
from UK and Kim Ladiges from USA, so they agreed to join forces and 
climb as a single team. They had hoped to climb a steep ice/mixed line 
toward the right side of its west face, but this proved impractical under the 
conditions, so they opted for the unclimbed north-west pillar. Despite poor 
weather with snow almost every day (the area recorded a 50-year record) 
in an eight-day push they climbed a 1000m mixed/ice route on the pillar, 
abseiling back down the ascent route. They called the route Hard Arteries 
(A3, E2, V), as half the team lived off pure butter while on the climb.
 MEF Ref 12/05


